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taken in their widest sense, are politically distributed
between the empires of Kussia, Persia, and Turkey,
which here converge round the base of Ararat, their
culminating point. The late changes that have taken
place on the Eusso-Turkish and Turko-Persian frontiers
have even increased rather than diminished the difficulty
of drawing any clear parting-line between the three
states, whose boundaries are here almost everywhere
purely conventional and even arbitrary. In Armenia
the Paisso-Turkish frontier-line is now deflected con-
siderably westwards in the direction of Erzerum, thus
leaving Arclahan, Olti, and Kars to Paissia, to which
power the seaport of Batum on the Clack Sea was also
ceded by the Berlin Congress of 18*78.

In Mesopotamia the northern and southern sections
of El-Jesireh and Irak-Arabi differ greatly in their
main features. The transition from the elevated plateau
of Diarbekr to the alluvial plains is effected by the
extensive open tract which maintains an elevation of
over 1500 feet between the Tigris and the western
bend of the Euphrates. Here the hilly wooded districts
in the north are succeeded by grassy steppes or arid
wastes, which are converted into highly-productive oases
wherever water abounds. Such is the fertile district
stretching from Urfa southwards to Harran, where
splendid crops of maize, tobacco, and cotton are raised.
Below Mosul the date-palm begins to make its appear-
ance, and this plant forms the prevailing feature in
the landscape throughout the level alluvial plains of
Irak from Bagdad to Basra. In the extreme south the
numerous back-waters and channels of the two main
streams merge imperceptibly in the lagoons and morasses
of the Shat-el-Arab delta. But these, magnificent lands,
so well suited for agriculture, are now little cultivated.
The nomads and even the scantily-settled population rely